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In keeping with CASLPO standards, Bowden Speech and Language Therapy is committed to providing 

educational opportunities for volunteers and students interested in the field of Speech-Language 

Pathology.  

 

Should a Speech-Language Pathologist choose to supervise a student, this must first be discussed and 

confirmed with the administrative team of Bowden Speech and Language Therapy. Similarly, an SLP will 

not be asked to supervise a student without prior discussion with the clinic administration.  

 

The SLP is responsible for all patient and client services provided by the student and must abide by 

CASLPO’s position statement regarding the supervision of students. The SLP must review this document 

prior to supervising a student and make note of having done so in their yearly therapist checklist.  

 

The SLP must be familiar with the student’s learning objectives, level of education, and program 

expectations. They should ensure the student is well oriented to the work environment and is provided 

with company policies to read. The SLP should also orient the student to the location of therapy materials, 

scheduling information, and on-boarding PowerPoint.  

 

It is the SLP’s responsibility to ensure tasks assigned to the student are appropriate for their knowledge 

and abilities and to discontinue a student/volunteer placement if this is in the best interest of the client. 

Further, the SLP should be very selective when assigning tasks which include significant risk or harm 

such as conducting meetings with team members, taking an initial case history or communicating 

assessment results. These tasks should always be supervised by the SLP. The student should be 

supervised by the lead SLP or another contractor of Bowden Speech and Language Therapy at least 1/2 

of the time they are in placement, when they are engaged in direct intervention with a client.  

 

The SLP must also ensure client/caregiver consent prior to the student participating in therapy activities. 

This consent must be obtained well before the session to avoid any “in the moment” pressure to have a 

student participant. In addition to verbal consent, the client or family member should also complete the 

written consent form in the online record keeping system. It is the supervising SLP’s responsibility to 

ensure this paperwork is complete.  

 

The student should be clearly identified as a student both verbally and by use of a nametag. For virtual 

sessions, the student’s name should be adjusted to include the designation of student.  

 

All records must be co-signed by the student and the supervising SLP and all student records must be 

reviewed by the supervising SLP.  

 

All communication regarding clients between the supervising SLP and student, as well as all written 

feedback regarding the student themselves, should be kept in the electronic medical record system to 

ensure confidentiality and accurate maintenance of records. Procedures related to student supervision 

can be found in the procedural manual.   
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Consent for Volunteer/Student participation 

 

I have been asked by my primary therapist if a student/volunteer may observe and participate in (if 

appropriate) therapy sessions with my child with direct supervision of my primary therapist. I have been 

given an opportunity to decline this involvement. I understand that the volunteer/student may be 

interacting with my child, at the discretion of my primary therapist. I acknowledge that volunteers/students 

are required to sign and maintain a confidentiality agreement as well as a criminal record check. 

 

I consent to volunteer/student observation and/or participation in therapy sessions under the supervision 

of my primary therapy provider. 

 

I do not consent to volunteer/student observation and/or participation in therapy sessions. 

 

Observation of tele-therapy sessions by a student/volunteer 

My primary therapist has asked that a student/volunteer observe my child's teletherapy sessions (in 

addition to or in lieu of in person sessions). I understand that there is an added risk of information security 

when therapy is conducted online and when additional people participate in on-line therapy. I 

acknowledge that the student/volunteer has signed a confidentiality agreement and will abide by the 

teletherapy consent form I completed with regards to protection of personal information and recording of 

online sessions. 

 

I consent to student/volunteer participation in teletherapy. 

I do not consent to student/volunteer participation in teletherapy. 


